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TAKE A LONG HARD LOOK 

It was John the baptizer who said of Jesus, ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.’ Behold, as 
in, ‘Look intently, such that you will miss nothing.’ That is, take a long, hard look, uncovering deep meaning. In this 
one-sentence announcement to the Jewish crowds, John tells us who Jesus is; he tells us what Jesus does for us, and 
how we should respond. John tells those excited Jews and us to look most seriously at this unique man for He is 
God’s unique Lamb of sacrifice who has the power to remove all the evil of polluting sin from any human condition. 

Come with me to look and see seven dramatic signs all calling us to look intensely and intently, as to what Jesus has 
done for us.  

Firstly, God gave three unusual personal signs through people who had little personal connection or knowledge of 
Jesus until that Friday – people who had no background or insight into who Jesus might be (Matthew 27:11–51 and 
Luke 23:26–46). 

BARABBAS, a violent rebel. Barabbas had been imprisoned for leading a violent rebellion against the Romans. Behold 
his name – Bar (the son); Abbas (father). His name is ‘son of the father’ and that day Pilate would release him from 
certain death by crucifixion instead of Jesus, the Son of the Father. Incredible. Look and see. Barabbas typifies me, 
the sinner. God shows us that it is Jesus who dies the death we deserve, Jesus who takes our place under God’s 
judgment on sinners. 

PILATE, the Roman governor. This Gentile governor brought Jesus to trial early on Good Friday morning and found 
himself trapped between the Jewish leaders’ call for Jesus’ death by crucifixion and his own verdict of finding Jesus 
not guilty. So, he washed his hands of it all and then handed Jesus over for crucifixion. Somehow knowing that an 
injustice has taken place, he had a written notice declaring the truth of Jesus – in Hebrew, Latin and Greek – ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.’ Behold and see the first Gentile confession of Jesus’ Kingship, spontaneously given by a 
pagan unbelieving governor! 

A THIEF, dying on a cross next to Jesus. His friend on a cross, on the other side of Jesus, mocks Jesus, but he turns to 
Jesus and in faith asks Jesus to remember him when he enters heaven. Jesus compassionately says to him, ‘Today 
you will be with me in paradise.’ Jesus grants free, undeserved forgiveness to anyone who seeks it from Him 
sincerely. 

Each of these strangers to Jesus – Barabbas, Pilate and the thief – are signs calling us to look intensely, very 
intensely, at what this Lamb of God was doing for us that Good Friday. 

Then there were three supernatural signs that day that Matthew records for us: 

A THICK DARKNESS – For three of the six hours that Jesus hung on the Roman cross, God sent an intense darkness to 
cover a vast area. As Jesus suffered severe physical, emotional and spiritual pain for us, He was surrounded by a 
thick darkness. He entered the darkness of our sin for us. Behold and see! 

A MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE – As Jesus died, the rocks split and the earth shook. Fear gripped the people. An earth-
shattering event was taking place. Behold and see! Matthew reports that this led to Jewish people who had died, 
being resurrected and appearing to people in Jerusalem after Jesus rose. Look intensely; death is defeated! 

THE TEMPLE CURTAIN TEARING IN TWO from top to bottom – As Jesus died, God caused the thick curtain in the 
Jewish temple, behind which only the High Priest could go once a year on the Day of Atonement, to rip open, making 
an open access into the Holy of Holies. Behold and see that Jesus is the final Lamb sacrifice for us to bring us into an 
open, free relationship with God. No more sacrifices for sin are needed as the final perfect one is completed! 

All three of these dramatic events are signs pointing us to the totally unique and irreplaceable sacrificial death of 
Jesus for you and me (Matthew 27:45, 51–53). 

Then, finally, the greatest sign of all calls us to look intensely at Jesus as the only One who forgives us our sins. It is 
the sign of His very gracious words from the cross. Notice His last words, ‘IT IS FINISHED!’ With these words, He 
declared the finalization of the Jewish Old Covenant and all lamb sacrifices and the beginning of His New Covenant. 
All that is needed for salvation has been done for us. Full and free grace. Religion says DO. Grace says DONE.  

Have you beheld the Lamb of God who did it all for you? 

I experienced a very strange and sad sign of the consequences of ignoring the cross many years ago. We were 
leading a youth camp and gave the campers a free time and clear guidance as to how far they could wander from the 



camp grounds, which were situated between two small mountain ranges. The limit we gave was a wooden cross at 
the top of the one mountain, visible to all. Sadly, four campers disobeyed the rules and hiked over the hilltop passing 
the cross and then passing another cross which they ignored. Tragically, they disturbed a large bee-hive and, in 
panic, the first boy raced ahead, falling over a steep cliff to his death. Fortunately, the other three ran back the way 
they came and we helped them settle. Then we went to find the missing boy only to discover his body at the bottom 
of the cliff. It was a great shock to all. If only they had looked intently at the two crosses and trusted our wisdom and 
loving limits. Heeding the message of the cross was their only hope. Ignoring the shelter of the cross exposed them 
to danger and death. 

Similarly looking intently in faith at Jesus, the Lamb of God, secures for us the free gift of eternal life and forgiveness. 
Ignoring or refusing the offer of shelter and protection through Christ’s merciful cross leads us to the tragic 
consequence of loss and death. 

As Romans 6:23 says, ‘The wages of sin is death but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. ’ 
May you have the overflowing blessings of looking intently to Jesus, your compassionate and powerful Saviour 
whose great love has given us a new life of forgiveness and freedom. Thank you Jesus! 

May I encourage you to pray the following prayer? 

 Lord Jesus, I thank you that you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

 world, and my sin. Like the thief who found salvation on the cross and the assurance 

 of his place in heaven, I too place my trust in you and ask you to save me, live your 

 resurrection life in me, and transform me. Help me to live the rest of my life for you. 

 Thank you, Jesus. Amen. 
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If you would like to know more about this, or require further tracts, contact us at the address below.  

 

PLEASE PASS THIS ON  

 

Enquiries and donations may be directed to: 

 

Mowbray Presbyterian Church,  

Highbury Road, Mowbray 7700, South Africa.  

Tel: (+27) 21-685-6464; (+27) 21-686-2824  

Email: mowbray.presby@telkomsa.net 

Website: http://mowbraypresby.org.za/ 
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